
 
 

 
 

 Learning About Your Country:  
Upper Primary and Secondary 

 

Key Inquiry Questions 
 

1. What are the special features of a map and what do they mean?  
2. What, about a country, makes it so unique?  

 
Learning Outcomes 
 

1. Students will be able to study and understand the different parts of a map by the end of 
the lesson.  

2. Students will be able to know how to find their country and the information about their 
country by the end of the lesson.    

3. Students will be able to create a postcard, filled with information on personal research 
they did on their country from the Wikipedia page, by the end of the lesson.    

 
Overview 
 
For this lesson, students will be exploring, in depth, the different sources from SolarSPELL: 
maps ad Wikipedia.  In the beginning of the lesson, students will be exploring the map of their 
country and what it looks like.  They will ask each other questions about the map along with the 
teacher providing lessons as well.  After the students have explored their map, they will be 
asked to explore the wikipedia page with the teacher.  The teacher will show and explain how 
they can find all different kinds of information about their country.  Once the page has been 
explored, the teacher will assign different information topics for each child to research.  Once 
the child has found information on their topic the will create a postcard to present to the class 
at the end of the lesson.  As they are presenting, students will take notes on each students’ 
topic so they can learn and retain the information provided to them.   

 
Materials 
  
SolarSPELL Resource: 

1. Maps (under Environment -> Geography -> Maps) 

2. Country's capital in Wikipedia 

Other Resources: 

1. Technology resource to do research on (Ideal) 



 
 

2. Paper  

3. Writing Utensil 

 
Suggested Procedure 
 
During Lesson:  

● Review, as a class, your specific map on the SolarSPELL website: 
○ Allow the students to go on the SolarSPELL website to find their country and pull 

up the map of the country. 
○ Give the students five minutes to study the map: remind them to look at every 

detail like where things are placed, the names of places, etc.   
○ Once the students have observed the map begin to ask them questions to get 

them thinking.  Make sure to guide them to the answer.  Meaning have their 
ideas bounce from one another first and then tell them the answer:  

■ What do the stars on the map mean?   
    Answer: a star would typically be the state or provincial capitol. 

■ What do the different names on the map represent?  Why are some big 
and some are small?  

■ What do the lines on the map represent?  Are those lines there in 
person?   

Answer: They represent the border of the country; they are not 
there in person.   

■ Can you find where you live?  How do you know? 
After Lesson/ Assessment:  

● Find the Wikipedia page, on SolarSPELL, to your specific country. 
● Once the instructional video is shown, go to your specific country, and scroll through the 

page with the students: 
○ Explain to them that there is so much information about the country on there 

and so many things they can learn about their country: capital, activities, motto, 
population, etc.    

● Explain to the students that they will be doing their own individual research project for 
their country: 

○ Each student will be assigned, by the instructor, an individual topic listed on the 
Wikipedia page for their country and will be asked to read the provided 
information about that particular topic for their country.   

■ For example, if the country I lived in was Algeria and I was given the topic 
Climate, I would find climate on that specific countries wikipedia page 
and read the information provided. 

■ Recommendation: give students topics that help them learn about the 
country overall.  Some would be: climate, politics, economy, transport, 
tourism, religion, languages, education, food, and art.  

■ Accommodation: If there is no access to another source of 
technology, prolong the lesson over a span of a week or two so 



 
 

students can come by after school, before school, or use class time to 
research their topic.    

● Once the students have received their specific topic, explain that they will be making a 
postcard for their particular topic.   

○ A postcard is a small rectangular card, that usually has a particular place on it 
and some fun things written on it about the place. 

○ For their postcard, they will be including a picture that represents what 
information they were given about their topic and three written fun facts about 
the topic.   

■ For example, if I had the topic climate: my picture would probably be lots 
of rain and clouds if it rains a lot there and some facts that I learned from 
the wikipedia page.   

○ These postcards can be made on a small sheet of paper of any kind and can be 
done in pen, pencil, or colored utensils if possible.          

● Allow the students to research for as much time as needed on their topic. 
○ Encourage them to write small notes to refer back to on their topic while they 

are researching.   
● Give 30 minutes for students to work on their postcards. 
● Once they have been given time to do research and make their postcards, explain to 

them that they will present their postcard to the class by explaining why they drew their 
picture and one fact they included on their postcard.    

○ If possible, while a student is presenting, require the rest of the class to write 
short notes about their postcard on a piece of paper.   

Assessment:  
● The students' presentation will be the assessment: how much work did they put into 

their postcard and does it seem like they understand the topic they researched.    
● Students will turn in their notes at the end of all of the presentations to show they were 

paying attention to each presentation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Example of Postcard for Climate in South Sudan 
 

 


